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ABSTRACT         
Education is a priority of all the government of the Globe. Strengthening the quality of education 
has become a universal agenda at all the educational levels and more so at primary level. Primary 
education is the basic stage of formal education. Because in this stage the children come into the 
contact of formal education, and it is also government affiliated and recognized stage of formal 
education. So, the question arises that what is the concept of primary education? It is stated that 
primary education is an initial stage of formal education coming between the age of 6-14 years 
children, which improve the basic literacy and numeracy among the children. The children will 
learn the simple rule of reading, writing and arithmetic. 
It is simply stated that SAARC is a common and popular word which is firstly used on 
December, 1977 later on December 8, 1985 as a recognized and affiliated organization it is come 
into existence. SAARC is an economic and geopolitical organization of the countries of Indian 
Subcontinent or southern region of Asia which is includes the core land of Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, whose main objectives is 
to promote welfare of the people of South Asia and improve the quality of life and for which 
education is a very important weapons by which we can change everything.  
In the present study the authors tried to make a note on Special Initiatives taken by the 
authorities of some of the SAARC Countries. 
 Keywords: Primary Education, SAARC, Special Initiatives, Authorities, Literacy, 
Subcontinent. 
 
Introduction: Education is a priority of all the government of the globe because it is the 
backbone of sustainable development of every nation. Strengthening the quality of education has 
became a global agenda at all educational levels and more so at primary level. The primary 
education sector attracted much  more attention over the past several decades by every nation of 
the Earth. So in the present study the authors tried to make a note on special initiatives taken for 
primary education by the authorities of some  the SAARC countries. 
  Primary education is the base of whole formal education system. It is the initial stage of 
formal education coming between the age of 6-14 years children which improve the basic 
literacy and numeracy among the children. 
 Primary education is the first steps towards education where the children learn the simple 
rule of Reading Writing and Arithmetic. 
 
It is simply stated that SAARC is a common and popular word which was firstly used on 
December, 1977 later on December 8, 1985 as a recognized and affiliated organization it is come 
into existence. SAARC is an economic and geopolitical organization of the countries of Indian 
Subcontinent or southern region of Asia which is includes the core land of Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, whose main objectives are 
to promote welfare of the people of South Asia and improve the quality of life and for which 
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education is a very important weapons by which we can change everything. As presently there 
are eight countries in SAARC but the present study will be delimited only on Bangladesh and Sri 
Lanka.  
Statement of the Problem: A Glimpse on Special Initiatives taken for Primary Education 
by some SAARC Countries. 
 
Objectives of the Study: The objectives of the study  are… 
I. To explore the Special Initiatives taken for Primary Education by Bangladesh Government. 
II. To know the initiatives taken for Education for All at primary level by Sri Lanka Government. 
Methodology of the study: 
The present authors has made a plan to explore the problem with a positive view, using 
exploratory method because its aim is to know more about the phenomenon. This method will 
enable the researcher to look at the problem in both descriptive and exploratory point of view, 
and exploring different literatures related with the study 
Special Initiatives with constitutional provision of Bangladesh Government: 
Bangladesh Govt. prepared a national action plan for Education For All with a specific set of 
goals to be achieved by 2015 and took the Daker framework of action 2000 as the basis of the 
work. Bangladesh became one of the signatories to UN Millennium declaration in 2000 and has 
committed to eight Millennium development goals (MDG) that assert a vision for 21st century 
and promised to implement the MDG roadmap by 2015. 
The MDG targeted for Achieving Universal Primary Education are claimed to be trace in 
Bangladesh showing remarkable achievement in term of net enrollment in Primary Education. 
As a result the enrollment ratio was 73.7% before where it increased into 87% in 2005 and 
89.4% in 2009-2010. 
 The Govt. has taken following initiative for development of Primary Education. 
1. Kudrat- e- Khuda  Education Commission 1972 
2. Primary Education Act-1981 
3. Directorate of Primary Education- DPE  1981  
4. Primary and Mass Education Division-1992 
4. Compulsory Primary Education Act. 1993 (Article 17 of the constitution) 
5. Compulsory Primary Education Programme-CPEP-1993 
6. National Education Policy-2000 
7. Ministry of Primary and Mass Education –MoPME-2003 
8. National Action Plan for Education For All-2003 
9. School Level Improvement Plan SLIP - 2007 
10. Upozila Primary Education Plan UPEP- 2008-2009 
11. English in Action Programme- EAP 
 
Special Initiatives: 
Primary Education Development Programme- PADP-I 2000-2005. 
Primary Education Development Programme- PADP-II 2005-2011 
Primary Education Development Programme- PADP-III 2011-2016 
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Remarkable Initiatives taken by Sri Lanka Government: The policy of the government of Sri 
Lanka is to provide Free Education from Primary stage to the first degree level of university 
education. The students enjoy a package of welfare service which includes free text book, school 
uniforms, mid day meal, free health service, scholarship for deserving students and subsidized 
transport. Children with disabilities are provided special facilities to ensure equal opportunities. 
 
The Govt. has taken following initiative for development of Primary Education. 
1. Compulsory Education Act-1997 
2. Compulsory Education Committee 
3. Basic Education Support Programme BESP-2009 
4. Accelerate Learning Programme ALP-2010 
5. National Strategic Plan for Education NSPE 2012-2017 
6. Primary Education Branch  PEB 2002 
7. Programme for School Improvement PSI 2006 
8. Mid day Meal  
Special Initiatives: 
 Education Sector Development Programme ESDP 2006-2010 
Education Sector Development Programme ESDP 2012-2016 
 National Strategic Plan for Education NSPE 2012-2017     
Conclusion: 
 It is clear from the above scenario that the government of Bangladesh and Sri Lanka had not left 
any attempt to improve the Primary Education system. Both government formed different Policy/ 
Programme which has been given remarkable suggestion for the betterment of the education 
system.  As a result both has reached in the highest peak of achievement in every aspect like 
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